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We have had quite a few changes at the Alliance recently- first being our

Community name change. After much consideration and discussion, the board
Highlights decided to change the name of the Minnesota General Crime Victim
MEESFLT(I:EEE;OSARD , Coalition to the Minnesota Alliance on Crime. Wefeel thisname better

suitsthe direction we want to take the organization. By aligning
MAC Existsto |4 ourselves with programs, prosecutor s, law enforcement, legislative
Help! leader s, advocates, and other leadersin the community, we feel we can

further promote the cause for better crime victim servicesin all facets of

the criminal justice system and beyond.

Minnesota Alliance on Crime’s Mission

To provide a statewide alliance for crime victim
programs while promoting the advancement of
services in Minnesota through education,
resources, and legislation.

WEe' re On the Web!



http://www.mgcvc.com
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Check your inboxes (postal and email) in the com-
ing weeks for more information and registration
forms. If you have any questions about the event
please contact Leah Sweet at ed@mgcvc.com or
612-940-8090.

If you live in greater Minnesota
and need transportation assis-
tance to the event please let us ]
know!

Attention ALL MEMBERS!

The MAC board members have a special
request, we want our Silent Auction to be
bigger and better this year so we are
asking all of you to forward us approx.
10 names and addresses of different
businesses (restaurants, golf courses,
casino's, stores, etc.) in your local area,
with whom you think may donate to our
cause. Our goal isto have many more
choices to bid on throughout the state, so
that everyone can find something in their
areato enjoy. Please e-mail your liststo:
Brenda.skogman@co.isanti.mn.us

Thanks so much for your
support!

Day On The Hill

Mmexta Alliaxe an Gine

Trurshy, March 6, 208

Community Highlights

They Will Always Be Remembered

On December 6" - POMC held their 61" annual “Angel of Hope
Candlelight Memorial” at the Angel of Hope Statue at the Maple
Grove Arboretum. It was a beautiful chilly evening as Homicide
Survivor Families came together to light a candle and remember
aloved one taken too early in life.

On December 9" — Survivor Resources (formerly VIPI) held their
13" annual Remembrance Service at the Minneapolis Radisson
Hotel. Nearly 300 Homicide Survivor Family members from
about 100 different families were in attendance to light candles
and remember aloved one.

On December 11" — MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driver)
About 30 people gathered on Tuesday, December 11%" at the
MADD Minnesota State Office to remember those killed or in-
jured by drunk drivers. Candles were lit, names were spoken,
memories shared. It is our hope that those who attended found
the strength and support they needed to get through the holiday
season and will continue to reach out if they are in need of any
assistance, now and in the future.




Meet the MAC Board
Officers

Sharon M. Dicke, President

I work in Meeker County Victim Services
located in the County Attorney’ s Office. | de-
veloped the program and started the Victim
Services for Meeker County in 1991. | serve
general crime and all domestic and sexual
assault victims.

Lisa Seifert, Co-President

Lisa Seifert has worked for the County Attor-
ney’s office for over 11 years asthe Victim/
Witness Coordinator. She took over this
adult program in the office in 2001 with the
retirement of Judy Vosbeek. The Blue Earth
County Attorney has Victim/Witness Pro-
gram Coordinators in the Adult Criminal Di-
vision and Juvenile Delinquency areas. The
Coordinators are available to answer ques-
tions about case status, hearing dates, and
victim rights. They notify witnesses when
they need to appear in court. They ensure
that the Blue Earth County Attorney’s Office
isin compliance with sexual assault and do-
mestic abuse polices and state statutes re-
garding victim rights.

Brenda Skogman, Secretary

My name is Brenda Skogman and | have lived
in Isanti County most of my life. | am the Vic-
tim Services Coordinator as well as the Site
Coordinator for the Isanti County Sexual As-
sault Interagency Council. My life consists of
work, children, work, and children. | have
been married for 17 years to my husband
Kevin and we have two children, Dustin (14)
and Nicole (9). | have been in the County At-
torney's Office for 12 years now - looooong
time!! In 2005 | was named Employee of the
Y ear by the Law Enforcement Association in
Isanti County. That was a great honor!!!

Jennifer Nodes, Treasurer (Interim)

Jennifer Nodes was the MAC Executive Di-
rector until May, 2007. She remains commit-
ted to our mission and vision as a volunteer
and Interim Board Treasurer. She works as
an attorney in Stillwater.

\ Minnesota
Alliance on Crime

Director’s Corner

L eah Sweet, Executive Director

My nameis Leah Sweet and | am honored
and delighted to join MAC on January 2nd as
Executive Director. | started out as avictim
advocate 12 years ago in rural Colorado and
| am excited to work with and on behalf of
MAC members to advance genera crime
victim serves through education, resources,
and policy in my home state of Minnesota. |
live in Minneapolis with my husband Todd,
and new baby Dylan (3 months).

| am eager to partner with our member pro-
grams to build on our success and continue
our strong commitment to crime victim ser-
vicesin Minnesota. Please feel free to send
me an email or give me acall to tell me more
about your program. | look forward to work-
ing with you!



We want to share your program
information with other members! Please
email any upcoming trainings, program
changes, successes, or stories you want

to share so we can include it in future
newsl etters. Contact us at
ed@mgcvc.com or visit us on the web at

Minnesota Alliance on Crime

2332 Lexington Avenue North

Roseville, MN 55113

MAC EXISTSTO HELP!

In the early 1990’s, several crime victim service providers
around the state began meeting informally for the purpose of pro-
viding support and to share knowledge and resources with each
other. This group of dedicated individuals identified the need to
become more organized in their efforts. Out of this need, the Min-
nesota General Crime Victim Coalition was born and was incorpo-
rated in 1993. For the first years, MGCVC operated only with volun-
teer help, then in 1998 an Executive Director was hired. In 2007
the MGCVC changed it's name to Minnesota Alliance on Crime or
MAC. Today’'s membership includes around 70 members from all
areas of victim services: community-based programs, law enforce-

ment, prosecution, and probation agencies. We are working to-

gether by “joining hands across Minnesota” to better assist victims

and further their rights statewide.
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